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Celebrating 60 years of the Jaguar E-type  
12-13 June 2021 at Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb, Worcestershire 

 

* In 2021 the iconic Jaguar E-type will be 60. 

* To mark the occasion, the Jaguar E-type Club is 

planning an unsurpassed weekend of celebration. 

Owners and enthusiasts everywhere are invited to join in 

toasting this automotive landmark. 

* Visit Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb in the glorious 

Worcestershire countryside, for plenty of track action 

and a weekend of Swinging Sixties cars, music, dance, 

film, art and fashion. 

* The E-type Hall of Fame will include 9600 HP, the original Geneva launch press car, heading up a 

cavalcade of E-types from around the world, together with another 1960s star: the Mini. 

* In virtually every poll ever conducted, the E-type has been voted the most beautiful car ever 

made, the greatest sports car of all time, the sexiest automobile ever... 

* Though very much a child of the '60s, the E-type powered into the '70s with the Series III and its 

brilliant new V12 engine, as '60s Op Art was superseded by flower power and the hippy culture.  

 

The E-type 

To many people the E-type is as sensational a car today as it was when it was launched in 1961. 

Then, of course, it was a sensation. It was vivacious, sensuous, shocking and fast – as much a 

symbol of the 'Swinging Sixties' as the Beatles or the mini-skirt. But a sign of greatness was that 

the E-type was no passing fad. Over the years the love affair between this beautiful sports car and 

enthusiasts everywhere has endured. 

Appreciation is often kindled by rarity. Relatively, the E-type is not rare and yet it is highly revered. 

There are, it is true, faster cars today and there are better built, more sophisticated cars. But it is 

debatable whether there exists any more beautiful car. 

Nothing is perfect in the real world and the E-type was not perfect. It was, however, a tremendous 

step forward. Just as the XK 120 had brought racing car performance to the enthusiast in the street, 

so, 13 years later, did the E-type. And just as the XK 120 put Jaguar way ahead of its rivals in the 

performance stakes, so the 'E' did the same. Both boosted British prestige and engineering 

worldwide. 

 

 



E-type 60 

E-types are not for posing; they are for driving. This is no static event; E-type 60 will enjoy plenty 

of action over two days at the suitably historic Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb, the oldest race track in the 

world still in use, ideally situated in the UK Midlands. That action will include competitive timed 

climbs, cavalcades and demo runs by famous cars and personalities. The charismatic '60s and early 

'70s will be celebrated in every way. 

Star cars will include 9600 HP: the original launch press car, the oldest Jaguar E-type in existence, 

the original 150mph E-type and subject of the book The Most Famous Car in the World, published 

by Orion. Plus the red E-type from the movie The Italian Job. 

Supporting cast includes hordes of Minis (that other great British automotive icon with the Mini 

Cooper also celebrating its 60th), distinguished E-type and classic car exhibitors, '60s art, '60s 

fashion, vintage and lifestyle stands, Champagne house, cocktails and canapés, gin distillers... 

Event charity partner is Hope for Tomorrow - with special guest, Richard Attwood in attendance. 

 

Entertainment includes '60s tribute bands, '60s and '70s film footage on a big screen in the E-

Theatre, Q&As with celebrities - fronted by Philip Porter and Mark Cole. 

 

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

Jaguar E-type 

The Jaguar E-type was launched in March 1961 at the Geneva Motor Show. Early examples were 

literally mobbed in the street. Embraced by the public and stars alike, examples were owned by 

George Best, Tony Curtis, Johnny Hallyday, George Harrison, Mick Jagger, Grace Kelly, Peter 

Sellers, Frank Sinatra, Jim Clark, Bruce McLaren, Jack Brabham and Jackie Stewart.  

Proving it had more than just good looks, the E-type won its first race, driven by Graham Hill,  

beating Ferraris and an Aston Martin. Remarkably, an E-type finished fourth at Le Mans. 

The E-type was a 150mph sports car for a little over £2,000, a fraction of the price of Ferraris and 

Aston Martins. Production totalled 72,520, of which 83% were exported. 

Enzo Ferrari, no less, described the Jaguar E-type as, ‘The most beautiful car in the world'. 

 

Jaguar E-type Club 

The Jaguar E-type Club was formed in 2005 by author, publisher and E-type historian Philip Porter 

and his wife, Julie. This exclusive niche club for the Jaguar E-type owner and enthusiast has over 

1,600 active members in more than 50 countries. Porter’s E-type Roadster, which appeared in The 

Italian Job, cost him just £600 in 1977. For 43 years, he has also owned 9600 HP, the original 

development prototype/road test E-type/Geneva launch press car. Photographs can be supplied of 

both. 

 

Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb 

Shelsley Walsh is the oldest motorsport venue in the world still running events on its original 

course. Since 1905, Shelsley Walsh has attracted world-famous drivers. Motor-racing legends, 

including Stirling Moss, Prince Bira of Siam, Malcolm Campbell, Hans Stuck Sr, Raymond Mays, 

Peter Collins and Henry Segrave have hurtled up the 1,000 yard, 1-in-6 gradient track. The start 

line, the corners, the views are essentially the same, making it the jewel-in-the-crown of hill 

climbing. In more recent years, Derek Bell, Stirling Moss, Andy Priaulx, Hans-Joachim Stuck and 

John Surtees have driven the famous Shelsley Walsh tarmac. 

https://www.shelsleywalsh.com  

https://www.shelsleywalsh.com/


 

Hope for Tomorrow 

Hope for Tomorrow is a dedicated charity, bringing cancer care closer to patients’ homes via Mobile 

Cancer Care Units (MCCUs) which they provide to NHS Trusts across the country. During this global 

health crisis, cancer patients are among the most vulnerable members of society. Hope for 

Tomorrow and their Mobile Cancer Care Units (MCCUs) allow patients to receive their treatments in 

a local and safe environment. Each unit costs £198 per day to run. Personal 1-2-1 care is the focus 

of nursing staff, creating a safe and secure environment which helps to reassure those receiving 

treatment. https://hopefortomorrow.org.uk/ 

 

Media images 

Link here: https://tinyurl.com/rhn9ptc  

 

For sponsorship opportunities and exhibitor space at E-type 60 

Rob Schulp ●  rob@flyingspace.co.uk ● +44 (0) 1344 761928 

 

For general information about E-type 60 

Louise Gibbs ●  louise@e-typeclub.com ● +44 (0) 1584 781588 

 

To buy tickets for E-type 60 visit www.etype60.com 
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